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Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Association Deck Logs Project
1. Deck Logs Project

The goal of the Deck Logs project is the documentation of U.S. Naval vessels presentence in Vietnamese territorial waters during the period 1962-75.

1.1. These ships will have received one or more of the following awards as defined in OpNav Notice 1650 , (see 
http://bluewaternavy.org/opnav1650.pdf):
· VSM – Vietnamese Service (Jul65 – Mar73)
· AE-I – Armed Forces Expeditionary (Vietnam, 23Jul58 - 3Jul65)
· AE-M –Armed Forces Expeditionary (Operation Eagle Pull, 11Apr75 - 13Apr75)

· AE-N – Armed Forces Expeditionary (Operation Frequent Wing, 29Apr75 – 30Apr75)
2. Vietnamese Territorial Waters

For the purposes of our project, the Vietnamese territorial waters are defined by State Department document “Limits in the Seas No. 99 Straight Baselines: Vietnam”

For additional information, download the following documents: 
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/58573.pdf
http://www.jag.navy.mil/organization/documents/mcrm/VietnamChart.pdf
3. System H/W and S/W Requirements

3.1. Hardware Requirements

3.1.1. Computer, notebook  or tablet with the software describe in Section 3.2 installed

3.1.2. Optional second monitor to make it easier to view the deck log and Google Earth simultaneously

3.2. Software Requirements

3.2.1. Google Earth

3.2.2. Web Browser

3.2.3. Adobe PDF Reader

3.2.4. Excel or Open Office spreadsheet program
3.3. Supporting Files

3.3.1. Download file SHIPLOCATOR.kmz from the Blue Water web site (http://www.bluewaternavy.org/shiplocater.htm). This file is used when opening Google Earth.
3.3.2. Download the Baseline Points Guide file from the Blue Water web site (http://www.bluewaternavy.org/shiplocater.htm). This file aids with ship position analysis for positions near the Vietnamese territorial water limits.
4. Deck Log Example

The deck logs will have a minimum of one page for each day, because there is an entry for each 4 hour watch. So, usually there will be at least two pages per day. Since eachDeck Logs covers a one month period, the monthly Log will typically have 50 or more pages.
At the top of each page, the daily Latitude and Longitude positions are listed, with readings at 0800, 1200, and 2000. These entries give a snapshot of the ship’s position at that point in time. Below the position readings, in the narrative section for each watch period, the daily operational details are summarized. When the ship is in port, one log page can cover all daily activities, which will be minimal. However, while underway, the daily activities will reflect the operations of a ship at sea. 
The appropriate watch will compute the Latitude and Longitude at the beginning of that watch. The ship generally changes location during the intervals. You can often get a sense of where the ship went by reading the narrative portion of the Deck Log. This narrative will focus on the ‘condition of the ship’ but may mention other operational events thought to be of importance.
On 21 Feb 1970, the USS Constellation log reads:
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5. NARA Deck Log Presentation

When clicking on a link to a deck log from the NARA database spreadsheet, the web browser will open and the log will be downloaded and displayed. It may take some time for the download to complete. You have the option at that point to save the file to your own hard drive. Each Deck Log Month is available as Image Files and PDF files.
5.1. Initial Deck Log display from the NARA Public Access Portal.
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Two areas within the browser window on your screen display the log information. The upper area  displays a JPEG of the current log page, and the lower area allows the user to select different log pages.
5.2. For each Log page shown, it is possible to zoom in and out to better read the log. It is also possible to scroll around the page to examine a particular location on the page. When the mouse is in the log page pane, scroll arrows will appear on the left and right sides; use these arrows to move forward and backward through the daily entries to the log.
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5.3. In the lower area, thumbnail images of the log pages for the days in that month are displayed. Select a page by clicking on a thumbnail. When the log is first displayed, only a few thumbnails may be displayed, depending on the size of your screen. A scroll bar in this pane provides a method to view of all thumbnails. Scroll to the bottom of this pane and note the ‘Load More’ and ‘Load All’ buttons. Clicking on ‘Load More’ will add a few more thumbnails, while clicking on “Load All’ will add all available thumbnails. Further down the page is information to identify a Deck Log’s location within the archives.
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Additional Information About this File Unit

National Archives Identifier: 8003470

Department of Defense. Department of the Navy. Bureau of Naval Personnel. 9/18/1947-1982 (Most Recent)
Department of the Navy. Bureau of Navigation. 4/25/1913-5/1942 (Predecessor)

Creator(s):





The Deck Log Book as PDF
Click on the PDF icon to display the entire log in the PDF format:
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Using the PDF format of the deck log, it is easy to advance through the log. If the PDF version of some of the log files do not load properly, it will be easier to use the JPEG files. However, the PDF format will generally be a smaller file size. When downloading (opening) the PDF file, it can take additional time for the PDF to load into the browser because you will be downloading the entire month as a single file. Again, you can save the PDF file to your own Hard Drive. When the thumbnails are shown, each page is an image file. Depending on the RAM memory of your computer, one of these methods may work faster for you than the other.
6. Baseline Definition File
6.1. Baseline File Derivation
When the Locator.KMZ is used to open Google Earth; Google Earth displays Vietnam with the territorial water baseline superimposed on the map. The Baseline Points Guide file lists the approximate Lat/Long coordinates along the baseline. Although these coordinates are only approximations of the Lat/Long positions along the baseline, but they are close enough for aiding in deck log reviews.
6.2. Baseline File Usage
· Keep a printed copy of the baseline points handy for use when reviewing deck logs

· The file presents the baseline positions in tabular format
· Use the Latitude coordinate as the entry point into the baseline table, read the approximate baseline longitude from the table and compare it to the ship’s position
· For example, if the reported ship position was 16* 25’ N 109* 5” E, use 16* 30’ N as the table entry point to find the baseline longitude at this latitude is 108* 18’ E. Therefore, the reported position is well east (or outside) of the baseline.
· If the ship position is close to the baseline, zoom in or use a placemark for a closer examination (see Section 7).

· If the position is clearly inside the baseline, report a hit
7. Log Reviewing
The following instruction describes the Deck Log review process.

7.1. Open the assigned deck log:  The deck logs will be assigned to the reviewer by email. The email will contain links to the assigned deck log(s). Open the deck log by clicking on the link.

7.2. Open the SHIPLOCATOR.kmz file:  If you have not yet loaded the .KMZ file, navigate to its location on the shiplocater.htm Website and download it to your hard drive.Double click on the KMZ file. Google Earth will open and automatically move to the Vietnamese offshore waters with an overlay of the outermost edge of the Territorial Sea boundary line showing on the map.
7.3. With the deck log open, examine the daily position reports while scrolling through the Deck Log. There are two conditions to look for:
· A daily position is inside the boundary line
· The narrative entry states that the ship entered/exited territorial waters

Always check the daily positions per Section 7.3.1. If the daily positions are close to the boundary line, follow the instructions in Section 7.3.2.

7.3.1. Examine the Daily Positions: While underway, the daily positions are reported for 0800, 1200, and 2000. Using the mouse, locate each of these positions on Google Earth. The pointer/cursor (usually a hand icon) will drive the display of the latitude and longitude location at the bottom of the Google Earth screen. This feature is controlled using the OPTIONS under the VIEW Menu. Most Deck Log entries use the “Degree, Decimal Minutes” which is a display option you can choose. If you have a roller on your mouse, this might control the “zoom in, zoom out” feature. Double clicking also begins a “zoom in” to the location of the cursor when the double click occurs.
7.3.2. If the position is close to the boundary line, zoom in for closer examination. As the ship moves, it may be necessary to scroll around the map to get a better look as the positions change.  When the ship is inside the boundary line, note: date, time, and positions. The following hints should help streamline the log review process:
· As the mouse moves around the map, Lat/Long position coordinates of the mouse are displayed on the Google Earth status line.
· Ignore any position above 17* 15’ N, which is the location of the DMZ. The VA does not consider any location north of the DMZ to have been contaminated with Agent Orange.
· For positions close to the baseline, zoom in for a closer look
Use a Placemark for a more precise look. In Google Earth: click on Add and select Placemark. A dialog box will open. In the dialog, enter Name, Latitude, and Longitude and click OK. The placemark (the icon is a stick-pin) is placed at that exact position. Zoom in, as necessary to examine the placemark relative to the boundary line.
7.3.3. If the daily positions are close to but not inside the boundary line, read the log pages for an indication that the ship might have moved in that direction in the intervening time period, or it states outright that the ship entered or exited Vietnamese territorial waters. If this case is found, note the date and any other pertinent information, such as, time and position that is mentioned. A ship within 20 miles of the boundary line might have maneuvered in such a way as to cross the line.
7.4. Repeat Sections 7.3.1 and 7.3.2 for each log day
7.5. File Deck Log Review Report:  Complete a report of all times in which the ship traveled inside Vietnamese territorial waters as defined in Section 8.2. If the ship did not enter the territorial waters for the entire log period, complete a report as outlined in Section 8.1.
8. Reports
The data to submit in reports are outlined in the following two sections. There is no particular format for the reports; it is only important that the details are reported.
8.1. Ship remained outside Vietnamese waters:

For this case, just inform the Deck Logs project coordinator that nothing within the Territorial Sea boundary was found.
8.2. Ship was inside the Territorial Sea boundary:
For each occurrence of the ship found within the territorial waters, report the following details:

· Date (day, month, year)
· Time

· Position
· Log page number
If the log states that the ship entered or exited territorial waters, report the following details:
· Date (day, month, year)
· Log page number
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